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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T having become matter of obſervation, that few diſcourſes 
have appeared, at leaſt in theſe parts, that were delivered on 
the late day of General Thankſgrving for the peace, the following. 
Plain one is offered to the Publick, with no bad defign, though with 
very great dlſidence. It may ſerve, ' however, as one teſtimony of 
a due regard paid to the day, and due ſenſe of the benefits of it. 


Bideford, 


; E R l R A T A. a 
after the battle of Gibeon. . 
and after &insfolts,' a ſemicolon. 


of Sicily, read Gelon of * 5 | 


ater the, battle of Gideon, read, 


4 . of 2 fi 
2 after neighbours, put a comma,. 
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I1d Sam. 2d Ch. 26th Ver- 


Then Abner called to oab, and ſaid, Shall the ſword 


| devour fot ever? Knoweft thou not it will be bitter- 


neſs in the latter end]. How long ſball it be then . 


ere thou bid the people return from following their 
brethren ? 


HE words expreſs a ſentiment full of humanity, 
uttered under very particular circumſtances. 

They are the words of a General of an army upon 
viewing a field of battle ; of Abner, the leader of the 
houſe of Saul, after the affair at Gibeon, about the ſe- 


cond year from David's anointing in Hebron. It was 


| a cuſtom of ancient times, mentioned alſo by civil 
Hiſtorians, to take a Judgment of the general event 
of a whole war by ſome previous trials of particular 
parties. This cuſtom we find prattiſed at the battle 


Ch. ii. v. ; 
10. 


of Gibeon. Twelve young men, on each ſide, aroſe to Y. 6 | 


play; in the language of our days, to ſkirmiſh ; and, - 


like others we have heard of, fo bloodily; that every 
one 'of them, on. both tas," fell The relation ſays, - 
they fell down togetber-----After this opening, we are v. 16. 
told, there was a very ſore battle that day. The vie- V. 7. 


ö 3 


V. 30. 
V. 23. 
V. 21. 
v. 31. 


V. 26. 


the reſt of the words before read to vou. 


that which we efteem no bleſſing. In theſe circum- 


to us ſome uſeful reflections, as 2 4 may lead Wh, in 
the firſt place, into 


It. Recollections on the bitterneſs of war, while the 


IIdly. Into ſentiments of the bleſſings of peace, when 


1 
tory, however, was with David. But he too had ſuf- 
fered, particularly by the loſs of Aſahel, a favorite 
general, of whom ſome fine circumſtances are record- 
ed. This incident, together with his own ill fortune, 
for he had been worſted, ſeems to have wrought upon 
the ſpirits of Abner, and to have made him earneſt to 


put an end to the contention ; ſo that he called to 
Joab, and ſaid, Shall the ſword 3 for ever ? and 


The occaſion of our 995 Be this day is indeed = 
Thankſgiving---Yet the complexion of the times ſeems 
to require a different entrance on diſcourſe, from what 


is uſual on ſuch occaſions. For it is vain to expect 
thoſe to be thankful, who have received no benefit; 
and it is mockery to God to join in praifing him for 


ſtances, I thought the words of Abner-might ſuggeſt 


ſword continues to devour ; and, 


nations are bid to return from following their bre- 
thren. 


3-1: 


Theſe, with an application as we go along, | 
will be the ſumm of what J am to ſay. 


thren. 


The fiſt part might ſupply a moderate ſpeaker with 
words; the miſeries of war are manifeſt, and ſome 
preſent have known them-----War itſelf can only be 
conſidered as the ferment of men's paſſions and ſpirits, 
acting blindly together, and in all directions, but iſſu- 
ing according to the clear purpoſe of God. In the 
only writings that give us accounts of God's dealings 
with man, the ſword is ever reckoned his inſtrument, 
and is ſtill ranked with peſtilence and famine; for ſo a 
prophet once told a king; 1 offer thee three things, 
chooſe thee one of them. | 


On the other hand, faccel in thoſe ring and 
thoſe only, is ever attributed to God, But then we 


ate to take into the account, that God is the common 


Father of All, and that he regards all the nations upon 
the face of the earth with one equal eye: whatever 
part therefore of the family ſucceed, ſome part muſt 
ſuffer ;, and wherever the ſword falls, there are ſtill 
erphans, and widows, and mothers. to mourn. Even 
this day will make fome wounds bleed afreſh, and 
bring along with it a reflection home to ſome houles 


—A nation ee While in . | 


What 
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14 
What can you ſuppoſe moves the Father of Mercies 
to permit theſe evils? Why---He is ever conducting 
one regular ſteady plan, and controuling all movements 
of all kinds to the real good of his creatures; vary- 
ing their fortunes to ſettle their intereſt. Preſervation 
is always his intention, and his means are diſcipline. 
He ſuffers the Counſels of men to take their courſe, 
till they are checked by experience, leaves Ambition 
to cool her fever her own way, and Luxury to bleed 
herſelf down, and Haughtineſs to come to her feeling; 


that when their ſenſes are recovered, their eyes may 
open upon Him. 


In this view of things, and it is the only. true one, 
Calamities are to nations, what Accidents, as they are 
called, are to ſingle perſons Complicated Contingen- 


cies, ever moving onward, and ſtill meeting with freſh 


materials, but with ſilent tendency, and ſecret bear- 
ings to ſome point of general good. 


The miſchief, and preſent miſery of all, is, that, 
in the ſtir of nations, man's life, the moſt valuable 
good he poſſeſſes, if conſidered in its conſequences, 
man's life is regarded as a thing of nought; and hu- 
man beings are ſhaken to the earth like leaves in au- 
- es tumn, 


c 5 1 
tumn, by every breath of power or of policy. Some 
times the diſpute is about a Territory, whoſe whole 
extent would ſcarce ſuffiee for graves, I had like to 
have ſaid, for the hundreds that fall in the quarrel. 
Sometimes untried parts are to be ſubjected to new 
Dominion, and then the Indian is unſaſe in his hut, 
and in his cave; or one quarter of the globe is to be 
Enſlaved, that another may be cultivated; or war ſprings 
from the ſeeds of a deep- laid Policy, formed perhaps 
a century before; when ſome Mighty man, after dif- 
turbing his neighbours all his life-time, leaves what 


| | he calls a plan of power, but indeed a legacy of dis- 


trefs, to his deſoendants of the third and fourth gene- 
ration. And no account taken in all this of the mi- 
| ſeries of mankind, and the perplexity of families; of 
the hardſhips of the veteran, or the hopes cut of in 
the freſh adventurer---for even ſucceſs does not always 
ſecure, and the air may be dangerous, where the 
enemy is deſpicable ; and then the young and the | 
brave wither and fall like tranſplanted flowers, far 
from their native ſoil, or the laſt look of relation or 


parent. And this brings us to the very reflection of 
Abner ; for in the fall of Aſahel, Abner immediately v. 
thought on Joab, the brother of Afahel; and ſaw ho- 
David's army lamented him; for it came to paſs, that 

2 95 86 = 
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at many as came to the place, where Aſabel fell down, 
and died, floed hill; and ſoon after. Abner calls out; 
„ Taye ny it 1; Sig r * 


And thus much for the firſt a of Nas "WY 
mane reflections. If I have followed them further 
require, I ſhewed you my reaſon beſore- hand: it was, 
by recollections of war and ae e © load ue 
more yy in the e 


ndiy, Into — of "Re Mags! of ww? | 
when nations are bid to return . munen their 
brethren. ' © | op e t. 


And here the ex 1 — "YN brethren, 
muſt not be overlooked. In the mouth of Abner'it 
is truly juſt nd perſuaſive : the men of Judah and 
the tribes of Iſrael were ſurely brethren. But the 
words are indeed far more comprehenſive. For where- 
ever Contention ſets her foot, from one ſide of the 
globe to the other, among ſavages or heathen, of 
whatever condition, or of whatever colour, ſtill we 
muſt confeſs, that men are following their brethren, 
We may likewiſe here obſerve, by the way, that coun- 
= cils 
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extreme verge of the earth But, what is more to our 
purpoſe this day, hence appears at leaſt the general 


bleſſing of Peace, that Her goingu-fortb are from the 


oils of war in our days are indeed momentous affairs, 
ſince the waters once ſtirred the circle reaches to the 


untere, parts - of the Heaven, and to the end f 


to be reached under half the annual courſe of 
Now, whatever hath been faid or written 
of men's counſels, a merey ſo extenſive, one would 

think, can proceed from none, but the common Fa- 
ther of All. A ſuggeſtion. of reaſon abundantly ſup- 
ported by Scripture: Seek the peace of the city, ſays 
the thoughtful prophet to his countrymen, and pray 
unto the Lord for it, for in the peace thereof ye ſhall 
have peace, If peace were not from God, we thould 
not-bave been reminded to pray. to Him for it, and-if 
it did not much concern men, the Jaſt part would 


or her influence ſpreads literally to places, 
the 


ſcarce have been added by inſpiration. To open there- 


fore that Scripture a littie more, we may ſuppoſe the 
Bleſſed Being thus addrefling the deſcendants of Abra- 
ham. I am the God of your fathers; I raiſed up to 
you. Moſes my. ſervant, and Joſhua, and it was my 
angel that ſaid to your leader Gideon, Gs forth, ibou 
mighty man of valour. I gave you an unſailing cove- 


Jer. xxiz. 
v. 7. 


Judg vi. 
IF. 


nant, 


. 
nant, and ſettled among you my true worſhip, When 
ye therefore pray unto me, I will hearken unte you: 
and the nations round about you, the Egyptian, your 
antient adverſary, and the haughty Babylonian, and the 
enterpriſing Mede *, all theſe people ſhall have peace 
for the prayers of you my own people Iſrael. © There 
is yet another light in which this Scripture may be con- 
ſidered by us. For the men of Judah, to whom it is 
addreſſed, deſcendants of the conqueriug tribe once 
led out by Joab, were at the time of this addreſs far 
from their native land, captives in Babylon: our. cir- 
cumſtances are very different; we are not under bon- 
dage to any man yet whether all have ſought the 
peace of their o] city, and prayed for it, judge ye. 
But to avoid offenſive complaints this day, let us turn 
our thoughts to places, where peace is welcome and 
well- received. Could you but figure to yourſelves the 
joy of a village, or a ſingle houſe, upon receiving back 
their natives, and neighbours; and kinsfolks, a capti- 
vity ended, that at firſt perhaps was not met in the 
walks of ambition, but in the common road of buſi- 
neſs, that deprived of the uſual comforts of life, what- 
ever were the ſtation, and the better the rank, the 


* The Medes, in the time of Jeremiah, had newly revolted from 
Aſſyria. | 
| more 


— —— — 
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[9] 
more feelingly depreſſed it: anxiety, and obſervance, 
and ſcantineſs, changed into feaſting and eaſe, and 
congratulation; the cloud removed from the counte- 
' nance, and the National gaiety reſtored ; muſick and 
mirth and minſtrelſy, the fatted calf killed, and the 
loſt found, the clearing a priſon * filling hundreds 
habitation with joy, he muſt want the affections 
of a man who rejoices not at the peace of Nations 
in general, "What next ſhall we fay to the parti- 
cular places, which year after year have borne the 
heat and burden of the day, the ſcene of conteſt, and 
ſtage of enterprize ? Where the only queſtion uſed to 
be, Whoſe banners are they which are approaching ? 
And the faces of the leaders were as familiar to them 
as thoſe of their own houſhold. Hath Peace ſhed no 
bleſſings around them? when her very dawnings and 
| firſt approach ſaved the ſacking + one of their towns, 
and moved a ſerious General to quit Victory that he 
might hold faſt Humanity. Ts it nothing to have put 
an end to conſuming experiments, which will ſcarce 
ever be tried over again, and to have reſcued the firſt 


ſeat of Reformation from her old confuſions? For our- 
* For the greateſt part of the war, there was a numerous French 
priſon in and near Bideford, which is a ſea-port town trading to the 


colonies. 
I Caſſel, See the accounts for November, 1762. 


D ſelves, 


[ 10 
ſelves, how many thoughtful breaſts in this iſland have 


been eaſed within theſe few months? The ſwarms of 


her youth, which ſhe poured out annually, are return- 
ing to the hive; and if ſome have leſs glory, they have 
more eaſe ; and thoſe who have only neceſſaries, have 
them without perils. Her ſons now fail only on the 
common voyage of life; and if they fall, it is into the 
hand of God, and not of an enemy alſo. The Public 
herſelf, except a few incendiaries, wears a calmer aſ- 
pect; and men begin to tremble leſs at the mountain 
of expence hanging over their heads, and the mines 
that have been exhauſted ; and to believe that Peace 
may reſtore thoſe whom War hath not ruined. When 
a flood hath over-run the lands, it is pleaſing to ſee 
it retire, and return into its bed and channel; and the 
heat of the ſung after his winter abſence, chears and re- 
vives the ſpirits. There is alſo a tide in the affairs of 
nations, as well as ſingle perſons, which taken, or 
miſled, lifts them up into ſafety, or leaves them among 
the ſhoals---Why ſhould we ſuppoſe that thoſe at the 
helm do not underſtand this? Yet it muſt be confeſſed, 
that if Peace had not been well founded, ſhe had been 
ſhaken; if ſhe could have been frightened by Cla- 
mour, ſhe had left us----But ſhe hath ſtaid, and we 
have leiſure to conſider her, and to give way to ſober 
reflections. | 


1 


Whatever neceſſity opens war, or ſucceſs, which in 
theſe times muſt be bounded, accompanies it, ſtill war 
can never be long eligible to a trading people: and 
with all due thankfulneſs for the mercies received 
through the courſe of it, yet obſervation muſt make us 
wiſh the habit of war not to prevail. It is objected to 
one of the republics of Old Greece, that ſhe trained 
her ſons too ſtrictly to hardſhips and hazards and 
contention; and they, who would ſpeak of Us to diſ- 
advantage, ſay that We have rather too keen an appe- 
tite for danger, and retain ſomewhat too much of the 
untamed quality of the - firſt inhabitants of theſe 
iſlands, Buta King of England is the Father rather 
than the Leader of his people; they are not his follow- 
ers, but his family ; and the Land has ever ſuffered 
when it hath been otherwiſe. Conqueſts, indeed, 
make the ſhining part of the hiſtory of moſt nations, 
ſcarce the moſt innocent, nor always the moſt bene- 
ficial. The wiſdom of the wiſeſt people hath ſtill been 
ſeen in their leagues of Peace : in balancing the power 
of a ſtate with her. revenues, her glory with her necef- 
ſities; in calculating the numbers of a people, and not 
thinning a land by too large an extent of Dominion 
in comparing the Climate, where the new conqueſts 

lic, 
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lie, with that of the mother-country ; in uniting poſ- 


ſeſſions, and connecting boundaries, to ſhut out future 
occaſions; in public frugality, repairing former 

breaches, cleanſing away corruption, ſtaunching lux- 
ury, reviving induſtry, yet reducing labour; in out- 
ſettings of every good of the mother- land for the mar- 
kets of her colonies; in exports of her Science, and her 


Civil manners, and her true Religion And here a large 


field opens, but a ſhort compaſs muſt ſuffice. 


The ſucceſs we had through the greateſt part of 
the late devouring war was ſignal in the eyes of all the 
kingdoms round about us; it awed the nations, co- 
vered our land with glory, and crouded our ſeas with 
commerce. 'This we did conſtantly and duly attribute 
to God ; and people will be obſerving, what returns 
we make to Him for theſe bleſſings. An intercourſe 
is opened to us by this War, and ſettled by this Peace 
with various Nations, all of them our brethren, ac- 
cording to a former obſervation. They are not par- 
ticularly averſe to us, but as friendly and faithful as 
their preſent manners will ſuffer them, and will be- 
come more ſo for the removal of our rivals, and our 
own juſt dealings with them. They themſelves would 
not be worſe neighbours, if we could perſuade them 

7 out 
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cout of ſome of their ſanguinary cuſtomns, and their 
pitiable idolatry As a good - natured *,prinee once 
ſtipulated in a treaty, that his enemy ſhould leave off 


ſacrificing infants. By inſtruction, kindneſs, advice, 


example, we might graft on this other truths, mo- 
mentous to them. Tell them they are built for an 
immortality of good, or of evil; ſhew them the vo- 
lumes that hiſtory to us the firſt planting of the earth, 


which we all inhabit; inform them of the cauſes that 


covered her with briars and thorns, and made her 
woods and her wilds terrible. They are at preſent 
without a Law of Nations, and it is highly probable 
that your lamented General“, your own Aſahel, fell 


among them contrary to the law of arms. What 


bleſſings to them and benefits to ourſelves, and thank- 
fulneſs to God, might we not render on this occaſion? 


If from preſent caufes we could have any hope, that 
| theſe effeAs would, in due time, take place, then this 
too might be a memorable year, memorable for ſome- 


thing, better than even victories, for giving repoſe to 


Europe, and true religion to America. A ſcene might 
open not unlike that once exhibited i in the Eaſt, and 


new ſhepherds abiding in the feld bear, Glory to God 


* Hiero the Iſt, of Sicily. | 
+ Major-general James Wolfe. a 
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